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Research Summary

Dealing with compounds in the Swedish language is something very different from dealing with them in
the English language. Not only is Swedish a much more inflecting language than English, but also the
morphological process of compounding is extremely productive. New compounds are coined all the time.
Around 10% of words in running text are compounds, and most of these compounds will not be found in
dictionaries. Furthermore, compounds are written as one word, making interpretation more complex than in
languages that write the compound components as separate words. Most research in Information Retrieval
is done in English, but language specific features, such as the ones mentioned above, makes this research
not suitable to be applied to languages such as Swedish.

This project is about Swedish medical compounds in information retrieval. It deals with strategies for
handling domain specific compounds in index and query expansion. The plan is to make use of domain
information contained in the compounds, letting this information guide the choice of what to include in the
index or in an expanded query.

There is currently no Swedish test collection for the medical domain. Therefore the Department of
Swedish Language has decided to construct one. Supervision of the building of this test collection is part of
the research project. A corpus of medical documents is being collected and shortly the work with construc-
tion of topics and with assessments of relevance will be initiated.
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